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Annual Report

The mission of the Albany County Public Library Foundation 
is to generate funds through gifts, endowments, memorials and 
special programs in order to improve the Albany County Public 
Library in perpetuity through specific programs, direct financial 
assistance and community outreach.
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FoundationGreetings,

As of June 30, 2016, the Foundation’s total assets equaled $1,915,574. Last year at this time, Foundation assets 
exceeded $2 million. Unfortunately due to a downturn in the stock market, the Foundation portfolio saw losses. 
However, the Foundation has conservative controls on its assets to protect your donations, meaning we expect the 
portfolio to recover from this loss and return to $2 million in total assets.

Even with the dip in the stock market, in fiscal year 2016 the Albany County Public Library Foundation still 
provided more than $67,500 toward library materials, building maintenance, technology, all-ages programming, 
continuing education, designated purposes, and staff longevity bonuses. The Foundation assisted in funding nu-
merous library employees’ attendance at the Wyoming Library Association state conference and the Public Li-
brary Association national conference. Without funding from our donors, library staff would have been unable to 
learn new skills, network with other public library professionals, and return to your library with innovative ideas 
for the coming year. 

Here are a few other accomplishments for the Foundation in FY16: 

• Created and implemented the first annual “A Novel Night” murder mystery fundraiser (more details on p. 6).

• Held the Love Family Celebration in memory of J. David and Jane Love and their contributions to the 
Foundation.

• Sponsored the third annual End of Summer Reading Bash to celebrate literacy. 

• Received $12,000 in grant funding from the Union Pacific Foundation and the Wells Fargo Foundation.

• Completed a successful free income tax preparation program, filing 706 returns, for a total amount of 
federal and state refunds at $840,159. Program attendees benefitted from more than $270,000 in Earned 
Income Tax Credits. 

Overall, FY16 was a positive year for the Foundation. Yet with the state’s financial climate, the Foundation 
looks forward with a bit of apprehension. It is clear that in upcoming years Albany County will face additional cuts. 
These cuts will trickle down to the library, causing funding shortages. This will be a significant problem for the 
library as Albany County provides funding for many operational costs, most importantly for staff. 

The Foundation Board of Directors wants to be able to contribute more to the library by increasing our annual 
fundraising. To do so, the board made the decision to have a fulltime executive director, as of Aug. 1, 2016.

In order to help the Foundation do more for the library, your support in FY17 is of grave importance. Please 
consider increasing your annual donation or becoming a monthly donor to help the Foundation meet the growing 
needs of the library. Your help is imperative in this library remaining a vibrant and valued part of our community.

Thank you for being a part of our library community and for your confidence in the Foundation’s mission. It is 
because of you that the Foundation continues to make a positive impact on your library and we cannot thank you 
enough.

  
 Caitlin White John M. Burman
 Executive Director President of the Board of Directors
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Ways you can help Upcoming events

FY16 Financial Summary

The above figure represents ACPL Foundation expenses for 
fiscal year 2016. Operating expenses includes items such as 
bank charges and general office supplies. Administrative 
expenses represents staff-related costs such as payroll. As  
the tax program is self-sustaining, grant funding covers all 
tax program expenses. Library contributions represented 
nearly half of the Foundation’s total expenses in FY16. 

The above figure represents ACPL Foundation income for 
fiscal year 2016. Pass through donations are contributions 
made toward specific library projects that are distributed 
immediately to the library. For example, an anonymous donor 
contributed more than $19,000 to assist the library in its 
carpet replacement project. 

Financial Support
The Foundation has numerous fundraising activities where you 
can donate. 
• Contribute to our annual appeal. This year the 

Foundation’s goal is to raise $30,000 with the annual 
appeal. 

• Attend our annual “A Novel Night” fundraiser in the spring 
by purchasing tickets or attending the event as a business 
sponsor.

• Become a monthly donor. 
• Contribute to a Foundation restricted fund that provides 

funding for a specific purpose in the library. Our restricted 
funds are listed on the last page of the report.

• Solicit your place of business to become a corporate 
sponsor.

• Provide a major gift towards a specific library project.

Donate Your Time
Volunteer for the Foundation by expressing interest in joining 
the board of directors (the Foundation has one vacant board 
member seat) or by contributing time and resources toward 
one of our annual events including: the End of Summer Read-
ing Bash; Donor, Friends, Volunteers & Staff Appreciation 
Night; and “A Novel Night” fundraiser. 

Donors can contact the Foundation office to discuss which 
opportunity works well for you. The Foundation accepts dona-
tions online, through the mail, or in person. 

Please contact Foundation Executive Director, Caitlin 
White (307-721-2580 x5456 or cwhite@albanycountylibrary.
org) with any questions or stop by the Foundation office, lo-
cated in the public library.

Friday, October 14 from 6 PM to 9 PM at the Albany County 
Public Library
Donor, Friends, Staff and Volunteer Appreciation Night
Join us for the Foundation and Friends of the Library annual 
Appreciation Night to recognize the many groups and individu-
als that make a difference at the Albany County Public Library. 
Heavy appetizers and beverages will be served. The Friends of 
the Library will hold a book sale in the library basement during 
the event. Please RSVP to Foundation Executive Director Caitlin 
White at 307-721-2580 x5456 or cwhite@albanycountylibrary.org.

Spring 2017 at the Laramie Plains Civic Center South Gym
Second Annual “A Novel” Night Fundraiser
Official date and time to be announced. Don’t miss our second 
murder mystery night. This year’s theme is Phantom of the Opera. 
Sponsorships and tickets are available. Interested in acting for the 
event? Contact Foundation Executive Director Caitlin White 
at 307-721-2580 x5456 or cwhite@albanycountylibrary.org.

May 27, 2017 to July 9, 2017 at the Albany County Public Library
Maurice Sendak Memorial Exhibition – 50 Years, 50 
Works, 50 Reasons
For the 50th anniversary of when “Where the Wild Things 
Are” was originally released, join us for a comprehensive ex-
hibition of selected works by the late artist supplemented with 
comments and reading from celebrities and authors. The ex-
hibit works in a variety of media and offers an array of high-
lights of Sendak’s career and the diverse art forms in which he 
was renowned. The library and the Foundation will host sev-
eral special programs and events to highlight the exhibition. 
All programs and events will be free and open to the public. 
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learn more at  
AlbanyCountyLibrary.org

Accomplishments in FY16

The Love Family 
Celebration in October 2015 

had more than 80 attendees to honor the 
lives and work of J. David and Jane Love. 

The Love’s children, Barbara, David and 
Charlie, as well as Claude Froidevaux, 

husband of the late Frances Love 
Froidevaux, and their daughter Rachel 

Froidevaux were in attendance for a panel 
and reception in memory of their parents.

823 children, teens and 

adults participated in the 

2016 “On Your Mark, Get 

Set… READ!” Summer 

Reading Program. 127 

total programs (91 children/

young adult and 36 adult) 

were held in June and July 

during the 2016 Summer 

Reading Program.

The Foundation provided funds for 9 

staff members to attend the national 

Public Library Association Conference 

with keynote speaker Anderson 

Cooper and for 10 staff members 

to attend the Wyoming Library 

Association Conference.
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The library’s teen afterschool group, 

YAK!, meets once a week, 51 weeks 

a year. The teens – ages 13–
18 – created and produced their own 

promotional video. Check it out here: 

http://acplteenpad.weebly.com.

Over $300 was donated to the 
Foundation’s Giving Tree appeal to 
supply the library with needed projects 
and supplies. Sponsored items on the 
tree included story time sessions, new 
tablecloths, and children’s materials. 
Watch for our Giving Tree promotion 
during the holidays!

The library held 251 

adult programs, 72 

young adult programs 

and 694 children’s 

programs in FY16.



6

A “novel” night to remember

The Foundation held its first annual “A Novel Night” fundrais-
er in March 2016. The debut fundraiser was a Great Gatsby-
themed murder mystery night, “Murder at the Juice Joint.” 

The night included various Prohibition-era cocktails and food, 
Jazz Age music, and interactive murder mystery entertainment. 
Kelly Milam with the Spine & Injury Clinic of Laramie was the 
winner of our prize basket for correctly guessing the murderer! 
The evening’s 1920s signature cocktail was also named after Kelly.

Event Attendance:
• 170 tickets sold

• 19 corporate/business sponsors
• 6 individual sponsors

Thank you to all our sponsors!

Bee’s Knees Sponsors ($1,000+):
First Interstate Bank 

Hotsy Totsy Sponors ($800+):
Corthell & King, P.C.
Laramie Auto Center

Mountain West Farm Bureau
Toyota of Laramie

Warren Federal Credit Union

Daddy-O Sponsors ($500+):
Walt Hammontree, Broker
Thaxton Insurance Agency,  

State Farm Insurance

Live Wire Sponsors ($250+):
Groathouse Construction

J Vasquez Construction
Laramie Plains Civic Center

Laramie Plains Federal Credit Union
Merseal Law, LLC

Spine & Injury Clinic of Laramie
Wyoming Tent & Event Supply

WyoTech

Attaboy! Sponsors ($150+):
Alsco, Inc.

Lincoln Printing Plus

Event Earnings:
• $17,024 in total income before expenses

• $8,231 in total income after expenses

The Foundation’s “A Novel Night” fundraiser was created to 
benefit the public library. Funds raised at this event have a direct 
impact on library programs, technology, materials, and continu-
ing education. 

Each year, the Foundation will choose a theme based on a 
popular novel or well-known work. In 2017, the Foundation will 
host a Phantom of the Opera-themed mystery night with a goal 
of raising $10,000.
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Thank you to our generous donors!
Individual Donors in FY16
Rollin & Carolyn Abernethy
Ann Acuff
Heather Adamson
Linda Allgeier
Janice Ankle
Donald & Elizabeth Arendt
Edith Barthelmes
Ron & Jane Beiswenger
William & Linda Biles
Donald & Dorothy Bird
Margot Birkholz
Richard & Ann Boelter
Arthur Boresi
Donald Boyd
Anita Brentlinger
Shane Brown
Jim & Lois Bullock
John & Marilyn Burman
Mary Burman
Barbara Chatton & Andrew Bryson
Kylie Clark
Randy & Gail Clark
Edward & Sandra Clark
Carmen Clayton
Dona Coffey
Quentin & Geoffrey Cook
Robert & Alison Corcoran
Doc & Ann Cornwell
Ken & Polly Costello
Maron & Charlotte Davis
Charles DeWolf & Mary E. Burman
Herb & Sally Dieterich
E. Jayne Dooley
John Dorst
Richard & Sue Dow
Glenda Earl
Linda Eason
Jean Edeen
Thomas & Sally Edgar
Ariane Eicke
Toni Elliott
Dale & Roberta Eslinger
John Evans
Robert & Janet Fedell
Stephen & Frances Fryberger
Rod & Sandy Garnett
Jim & Hattie Geesey
Robert & Marcy George
Cecily Goldie
Steve & Linda Goldman
Diane Gorski
Caithlin Grimes
Robin Groose
Bill & Verna Guenther
Alyson Hagy & Robert Southard
Alison Harkin
Paul Heimer & Nicole Ballenger
Vivan Heller
Christine Henschler
Darin Hill

Polly Hinds
Andrew & Bobbalu Hoefer
Susan Ibarra
Kevin Inouye
Ron & Barbara Jairell
Carol Jensen
Daryl & Teresa Jensen
Jean Jewell
Glen Johnston
Ben & Bonnie Jordan
Robert & Charlene Kansky
Tim & Jamie Kearley
Lydia & Connie Kercher
Jim & Maryanne Kirkpatrick
Audrey Kleinsasser
Dennis & Judy Knight
Michael Kohl & Jane McLamarrah
Charles & Sandy Ksir
Walter Langlois
Tynan LeMaitre
Andrea Lewis & Jerry Brown
Jason & Linda Lillegraven
Jeff & Nancy Lockwood
Jon & Virginia Madsen
Donna Marburger
Toby & Nancy Marlatt
Jean Martinez
Kevin McEachron
Susan McKay
Michael A. McNamee
Jeff & Marci Miller
Jesse Miller
Bruce & BJ Mitchell
Cindy & Irvin Moore
Miriam Moore
Richard & Betsy Moore
Thomas & Susan Moore
John Murphy
Barbara Naughton
Daniel Nelson
Robert & Carolyn Nelson
Daniel & Janet Netzel
Michael & Julianne Nutter
John & Linda Nydahl
Debra Olson
Judith Olson
Rajeev Patel – Patel Enterprises
Kennedy Penn O’Toole & Evan 

O’Toole
Mildred Persons
Larry & Beverly Pochop
David Polan
Mary Pridgen
Ruby Quarterman
Bliss Ragsdale
Ann Rebka
Keith & Kathleen Rittle
Norman & Lois Roberts
Ray & Bonnie Robertson
Steve & Jo Carol Ropp
James & Bonita Ross

Barbara Rouse
Eileen Routson
Ruth Rudolph
Joseph & Stephanie Russin
Robin & Sarah Russin
Joan Ryan
Eric & Sue Sandeen
Allison Schultz 
Carl & Alice Shaffer
Diana Shelton & Catherine O’Brien
Arthur & Dorothy Sigel
Art & Susan Simpson
Tony & Treece Sisneros
Scott Smidt
Arthur & Judith Snoke
Leo & Marilyn Sprinkle
Harry & Ann Stahl
Robert Steinke
Charles & Nancy Taft
Paul Thomas & Randy Sue Morris
Clay & Jennifer Thompson
Donna Thompson
Heather Tiffany
Joan & Richard Trotter
Ruth & Matt Troyanek
Duane & Mary Trusty
Kristine Utterback & Todd Sermon
David & Janie Van Oss
David & Mary Lou Vaske
Richard & Eleanor Waggener
Oliver & Sidney Walter
Anne Walthall
Bertha Ward
Christopher Weber 
Susan Weidel
Katherine Welsh
Tom & Lora Wesche
Laura Wespetal Shevling
Caitlin White & Jacob Swan
Michael & Susan White
Roger Williams
Stephen & Karen Williams
Cameron Wright

Organization Donors in 
FY16
Albany County Government
Alsco, Inc.
Blue Federal Credit Union 

(formerly Warren Federal 
Credit Union)

City of Laramie
Corthell & King, PC
CPA Group of Laramie
Denver Museum of Nature & 

Science
Denver Zoo
First Interstate Bank
First Interstate Bancsystem 

Foundation
Groathouse Construction, Inc. 

J Vasquez Construction, LLC
Laramie Dance Center
Laramie Garden Club
Laramie GM Auto Center, Inc.
Laramie Plains Civic Center
Laramie Plains Federal Credit 

Union
Lincoln Printing Plus
Merseal Law, LLC
Mountain West Farm Bureau 

Mutual Insurance Company
Night of Mystery
O’Dwyers Public House
Qdoba Mexican Grill
RE McWhinnie Trust
Room to Grow
Spine & Injury Clinic of Laramie
State Farm Insurance – Galand 

Thaxton Insurance Agency
Third Street Bar
Toyota of Laramie
Trihydro Corp. (in memory of Dana 

Davis)
Union Pacific Foundation
University of Wyoming Athletics
University of Wyoming College of 

Business
University of Wyoming College of 

Law
UniWyo Federal Credit Union
Walter Hammontree, Broker
Wells Fargo Foundation
Wyoming Tent & Event Supply
WyoTech

Albany County 
Public Library 

Foundation Board  
of Directors

John M. Burman, 
President

Teresa Jensen,  
Vice President

Cecily Goldie, Secretary

Rajeev Patel, Treasurer

Barbara Chatton

Dale Eslinger

Paul Irish

Audrey Kleinsasser

Chris Merrill, ACPL Board 
of Directors Liaison

Betsy Moore, Friends  
of the Library Liaison
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Contribute to an ACPL Foundation Restricted Fund:
Each restricted fund was created to benefit a specific purpose in the library. Each year, a portion of each fund provides the 
library with funding for specific programs or materials.

Colleen Asplund Fund: Asplund was a former ACPL children’s librarian. Interest from this fund will be used for children’s 
materials in the library once the fund reaches $10,000.

Barbara Chatton Fund: Chatton is a longtime supporter, volunteer, and Foundation board member. Interest from this 
fund goes to the library for its children and young adult collections.

Gwendolyn Cook Fund: Cook was a former head of library circulation. Interest from this fund is used to purchase cook-
books, Regency Romance, and mystery books for the library.

Friends of the Booksale Fund: Formerly the Penny Schenker Fund, this fund was set up to honor the work of the Friends 
of the Library Book Sale Crew. Interest from the fund is used to buy science fiction materials.

Love Family Fund: J. David and Jane Love were longtime library supporters. This fund is used for general library purposes.

Neva Miller Fund: Miller was a former ACPL children’s librarian. Interest from this fund is used for children’s materials in 
the library.

Agnes Milstead Fund: Milstead was a former library board member and library advocate. Interest from this fund is used 
for general library purposes.

Mary Lou Pence Fund: Interest from the fund supports the library’s Wyoming Room. The Wyoming Room houses local 
and state historical documents, books and information.

Adele Russin Fund: Russin was a longtime library supporter and former board member. Interest and half of the fund’s 
annual contributions benefit the library’s Large Print books, audiobooks and Play-A-Ways.

Susan Simpson Fund: Simpson served as the ACPL county librarian and continues to support the public library. Interest 
from this fund is used for staff training and development opportunities.


