
2017–2018 
Annual Report

Albany County Public Library Foundation Mission Statement

The mission of the Albany County Public Library Foundation is to 
generate funds through gifts, endowments, memorials and special 
programs in order to improve the Albany County Public Library in 
perpetuity through specific programs, direct financial assistance 
and community outreach. 
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Dear library community,

In 2018, the Albany County Public Library Foundation hit a major milestone. The organization has existed for 40 
years as a public charity. We are celebrating this momentous occasion by honoring the community, and the people, 
that have made Albany County Public Library a priority. It is humbling to think of the thousands of donations 
and countless volunteer hours that have allowed the ACPL Foundation to grow and make such a difference to our 
public library. 

As a new non-profit in 1979, the ACPL Foundation’s only account held $1,215 for the sole purpose of supporting 
the construction of the new library building. At the end of FY18, the ACPL Foundation now has more than one 
account and its total assets equal a tremendous $2,082,218.31. Another accomplishment during the last few years 
was the ability to hire a full-time executive director to assist in fulfilling the ACPL Foundation’s goal of helping 
the library.

Another big change for the ACPL Foundation, just since 2012, was the ability to start providing a minimum of 
$60,000 to the library in an annual disbursement. This is largely because of donors like you. Your consistent fund-
ing allows us to do more for your library. Because of your generosity, the ACPL Foundation provided more than 
$73,000 in support in FY18. 

A large portion of this funding, at $55,000, went toward library programming, materials, building mainte-
nance, technology, continuing education, and library supplies. Other funding supported the Maurice Sendak Me-
morial Exhibition, End of Summer Reading Bash, the Janet Shively Memorial Garden, and designated purposes. 

There is so much to celebrate this year, but here are just a few other accomplishments in FY18: 

•	 Collaborated with local artist, Diana Baumbach, to create an art installation in the adult non-fiction area of 
the library (see the mural on pg. 4).

•	 Received $32,000 in grant funding from the Guthrie Family Foundation, Laramie Rivers Conservation 
District, Rocky Mountain Power Foundation, Wells Fargo Foundation, and Wyoming Community 
Foundation.

•	 For the first year since its inception in 2000, the ACPL Foundation will provide money for children’s materials 
from the Colleen Asplund Fund. In FY18, the Asplund fund reached $10,000 making it eligible to disburse 
funds. 

The library’s future relies on your continued support. In 2018, join us in celebrating our 40th anniversary by 
contributing to our “Celebrating 40 Years With $40,000 in Support” campaign. To date, this campaign has raised 
more than $11,500 from individual donors. Please consider increasing your annual donation or becoming a month-
ly donor to help the ACPL Foundation meet this important goal. 

Thank you for being a part of our library and for your confidence in the ACPL Foundation’s mission. It is you 
who makes this library a vibrant and relevant resource in the community.

	 	
	 Caitlin White	 John M. Burman
	 Executive Director	 President of the Board of Directors
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Ways you can help

Upcoming events

FY18 Financial 
Summary

Realized Return on Investment $41,042.33
Individual Donations $38,117.26
Grant Funding $30,000.00
Tax Program Funding $7,160.00
Corporate/Civic Donations $2,145.00
Other Income $1,829.09
Total: $120,293.68

Annual Disbursement $55,000.00
Restricted Fund Donation $5,309.57
Pass Through Donations $2,935.00
Library Staff Support/Gifts $3,490.63
Non-Fiction Area Mural Project $2,347.39
Janet Shively Memorial Garden Project $2,456.12
Maurice Sendak Expenses $790.41
End of Summer Reading Bash $1,000.00
Total: $73,329.12
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Contributions to the Library

Income

Ways to Give

•	 Contribute to our 40th anniversary appeal. We’re 
celebrating 40 years of service with $40,000 in support. 
Help us reach our $40,000 goal today! 

•	 Attend an ACPL Foundation fundraiser.

•	 Become a monthly donor. Consistent funding from 
monthly donations helps the ACPL Foundation better plan 
for upcoming projects for the library.

•	 Make a gift in honor or in memory of a family member or 
friend. 

•	 Contribute to an ACPL Foundation restricted fund that 
provides funding for a specific purpose in the library. Our 
restricted funds are listed on the last page of the report.

•	 Work with your place of business to become a corporate 
sponsor.

•	 Provide a major gift towards a specific library project.

•	 Remember the ACPL Foundation in your estate plans.

•	 The ACPL Foundation welcomes in-kind donations as 
well.

Now Through December 31, 2018
“Remembering Ralph” Fundraising Campaign
Ralph McWhinnie gave $100 to the ACPL Foundation back in 
1978. Match Ralph’s first donation with a $100 gift to the ACPL 
Foundation during our anniversary year.

September 19, 2018 at the Albany County Public Library
ACPL Foundation Birthday Party!
Join us to celebrate the official day 40 years ago that the Founda-
tion became a non-profit organization. We will also have limited 
edition library cards available during the month of September.

September 22, 2018 at the Laramie Plains Civic Center South Gym
The Mad Hatter’s Tea Party, An Alice in Wonderland-themed 
Murder Mystery
Don’t miss our third annual murder mystery night fundraiser! 
Get your tickets now before we sell out. Tickets are $75/individ-
ual and $140/couple. Sponsorship opportunities are available.

November 2, 2018 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Albany County 
Public Library
Donor, Friends of the Library Members, Staff and Volunteer 
Appreciation Night
Join us for the Foundation and Friends of the Library annual 
Appreciation Night to recognize the many groups and indi-
viduals that make a difference at the Albany County Public Li-
brary. Appetizers and beverages will be served. The Friends of 
the Library will hold a book sale during the event. 

Questions? Contact Foundation Executive Director Caitlin White 
at 307-721-2580 x5456 or cwhite@albanycountylibrary.org.

Donate Your Time
Library advocates are the voice of public libraries. Join other 
library advocates and volunteers to ensure our library legacy 
remains vibrant, relevant, and fully funded. Library advocacy 
doesn’t need to be complicated. Spread the word by telling 
your community why you value the library.

Volunteer for the ACPL Foundation by:
•	 Expressing interest in joining the board of directors.

•	 Provide time or resources to one of the organization’s 
annual events.

•	 Host a “friendraiser” with your circle of family, friends, 
colleagues, and neighbors to build more support for the 
library.

•	 Share your professional skills with the ACPL Foundation.

Donors can contact the Foundation office to discuss which 
opportunity works well for you. The Foundation accepts dona-
tions online, through the mail, or in person. 

Please contact Foundation Executive Director, Caitlin 
White (307-721-2580 x5456 or cwhite@albanycountylibrary.
org) with any questions or stop by the Foundation office, lo-
cated in the public library. 
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You Helped Us Accomplish…

The ACPL Foundation collaborated with local artist and li-
brary user, Diana Baumbach, to add a new art installation in 
the adult non-fiction section. Thanks to donor Jean Edeen 
for sponsoring the purchase of two new chairs for the mural’s 
reading space.

The library held more than 860 pro-
grams in FY18 with over 18,000 at-
tendees. Your support allows the 
ACPL Foundation to provide for the 
library’s entire all ages programming 
budget, including entertainers for the 
annual Summer Reading Program 
shown above. With your help, the li-
brary hosted the Great American Read 
kickoff and debuted Pajama Storytime 
and Preschool Playtime. 

The ACPL Foundation provides $10,000 for building mainte-
nance to the library each fiscal year. Our biggest project this 
year was providing funding for the purchase of a new exterior 
book/media drop at $7,934.94. Thanks to the Rocky Mountain 
Power Foundation for providing grant funding for the project!

Building Maintenance

Mural

Programming

The ACPL Foundation Giving Tree brought in an additional 
$720 to provide the library with needed projects and supplies. 
Sponsored items on the tree included story time sessions, chil-
dren’s program supplies, an Amazon Prime membership, and 
missing book replacement. Watch for our Giving Tree promo-
tion during the holidays!

Giving Tree
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The ACPL Foundation’s 10 named funds provided $5,309.57 to 
the library for specific purposes and projects. The majority of 
the funds assist with materials purchases. The Gwendolyn Cook 
Fund provided funding for all of these new cookbooks and more!

The ACPL Foundation provides continuing 
education funds each year. This year, these 
funds sent 4 staff members to the Wyoming 
Library Association Conference and 5 staff 
members to the American Library Associa-
tion Mid-Winter Conference. Bill Nye spoke 
at the ALA Mid-Winter Conference. All li-
brary staff participated in CPR/AED training. 

Your donations, along with grant funding from the Guth-
rie Family Foundation, allowed the library to implement 
needed updates to the self-checkout technology. The library’s 
self-checks, nicknamed Rosie and Rodney, now have a new, 
easy-to-use interface. Technology funding in FY18, a total of 
$10,000, also allowed the library to start building a new web-
site. Watch for the new site to go live in fall 2018!

Restricted Funds

Technology

Continuing Education
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Leave a legacy with planned giving

Create a lasting legacy for your public library for 
years to come. 
Planned gifts ensure the public library’s financial security by 
helping the library grow and evolve to meet the needs of the 
community. Planned gifts also ensure that the library can con-
tinue to provide free access to services for generations to come.

Anyone can leave a legacy gift of any size, and there are sim-
ple ways to do it. We welcome the opportunity to work with 
you to create a structure that suits your passions and works 
within your overall estate plans. 

Your gift is important, appreciated, and significant to our 
library community regardless of size. Please remember the Al-
bany County Public Library Foundation in your will.

From bequests to gifts in memory, to real estate and 
life insurance policies, there are many options for you as a 
planned giving donor. If you’re considering leaving a legacy 
to the ACPL Foundation reach out to us to discuss which op-
portunity works well for you. Contact Foundation Executive 
Director, Caitlin White, at 307-721-2580 x5456 or cwhite@
albanycountylibrary.org.

In honor of the Albany County Public Library Foundation’s 40th Anniversa-
ry, the organization is celebrating with its “40 Years of Service with $40,000 
In Support” fundraising campaign. The campaign has raised about 30 per-

cent of its goal. You can help us reach this goal today! 
Reaching this major milestone would not be possible without the kindness 

and generosity of our donors. You make all the difference to the public library. 
During 2018, the ACPL Foundation is celebrating its accomplishments, its 
humble beginnings, and those that helped us along the way. 
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Thank you to our generous donors!
Individual Donors in FY18
David & Monique Aadland
Rollin & Carolyn Abernethy*
Ann Acuff
Linda Allgeier
Mark & Jennifer Andersen*
Anonymous
The Baker Family
Joseph Ball*
Billy & Margaret Balthrop*
Edith Barthelmes
William & Linda Biles
Richard & Ann Boelter
Arthur Boresi
Tyler Brown
Mary L. Buchanan
Charles DeWolf & Mary E. Burman
John & Marilyn Burman
Robert & Jane Campbell
Lara Canen
Andrew Bryson & Barbara Chatton*
Lois Chickering
Dona Coffey*
Catherine Connolly
Karol Corbin
Robert & Alison Corcoran
Doc & Ann Cornwell
Linda Craven
Scott Crist*
Maron & Charlotte Davis*
Herb & Sally Dieterich*
E. Jayne Dooley
John Dorst
Richard & Sue Dow
Keith & Mary Jo Downey
Jean Edeen
Thomas & Sally Edgar
Ariane Eicke
Dale & Roberta Eslinger*
John M. Evans*
Eric Nye & Carol Frost
Jim & Hattie Geesey*
Robert P. George*
Hamilton Gillespie
Cecily Goldie
Steve & Linda Goldman
Kerry & Jane Greaser*
Caithlin Grimes*
Bill & Verna Guenther
L.J. & C.L. Guthmann*
Robert Southard & Alyson Hagy
Ruth Hanks

Jerry & Kathryn Hansen*
Vivian Heller
Stephen & Carol Hoff*
Barbara Hofmann
Bernadette Horst
Mark Jenkins & Susan Ibarra
Chandra Inouye
Lynne Ipina
Paul Irish
David & Lorrain Jacobsen
Ron & Barbara Jairell
Melissa Jeancola
Daryl & Teresa Jensen
Glen Johnston*
Susan B. Jones*
Robert & Charlene Kansky
Tim & Jamie Kearley*
Derek Lichtner & Kelsey Kehoe
Conrad & Lydia Kercher*
Lois Kirby
Jim & Maryanne Kirkpatrick*
Byra Kite
Audrey Kleinsasser*
Dennis & Judy Knight*
Eric & Kathryn Kohler
Charles & Sandy Ksir*
Thomas & Peggy LaPoint
Anne Leonard*
John Nutter & Suzanne Lewis*
Jason & Linda Lillegraven
Jeff & Nancy Lockwood
Barbara Love & Family
Jon & Virginia Madsen*
Lena Mae Maki
Herb & Connie Manig*
Donna Marburger
Toby & Nancy Marlatt
Hollis Marriott
Pamela Martz
Mike & Ruth Massie*
Susan McKay
Michael Kohl & Jane McLamarrah
Michael A. McNamee
Anne Mears
Josh & Lindsay Merseal
E. Gerald Meyer
J.P. Meyer
Virginia Miller
Greg & Charlotte Moats*
Richard & Betsy Moore*
Thomas & Susan Moore
Paul Thomas & Randy Sue Morris*

John Patrick Michael Murphy*
Dr. Tom A. Nachtigal
Chris Nations
Barbara Naughton
Gary & Kim Negich*
Daniel Nelson*
Robert & Carolyn Nelson
Daniel & Janet Netzel
Thomas & Eve Newman
Michael & Julianne Nutter
Linda Nydahl
Diana Shelton & Catherine O’Brien
Judith Olson
Helen Ommen
Matthew & Jennifer Painter*
Alexis Parkes
Dan & Delilah Pasman
Pamela Peters
Martha Pheneger
Larry & Beverly Pochop
Mary Pridgen
Steven Ackerman & Anne Pryor
Ann Rebka
Jonathan Dalby & Sarah Rhodes
Heber & Jennifer Richardson*
Bob Van De Rostyne & Debbie Rieger
Keith & Kathleen Rittle
Lois Roberts
Ray & Bonnie Robertson*
Rajeev Patel & Jennifer Robinson
Matt Kauffman & Amy Robohm
Steve & Jo-Carol Ropp
Barbara Rouse*
Robert & Marguerite Routson
Eleanor R. Rowland Trust
Joseph & Stephanie Russin*
Joan Ryan
Tana Sanchez
Eric & Sue Sandeen
Alan & Roberta Schimek*
William Schrage*
Sally Scott
Carl & Alice Shaffer
Janice Shuster
Art & Susan Simpson*
Tony & Treece Sisneros
Scott Smidt*
Arthur & Judith Snoke
Lowell Spackman
Jim & Sheila Speight
Sheila St Amour
Heather Storey

Natasha Swan
Charles & Nancy Taft
John & Linda Tanner
Donna & Tanya Thompson
Clay & Jennifer Thompson
Allen & Peggy Trent*
Matt & Ruth Troyanek
Bret Strand & Jan Twyford
Duane & Mary Trusty
Todd Sermon & Kristine Utterback
David & Janie Van Oss
David & Mary Lou Vaske
Christel Walrath*
Oliver & Sidney Walter
Anne Walthall*
Bertha Ward
Susan Weidel
Tom & Lora Wesche*
Jacob Swan & Caitlin White
George Jones & Connie Wilbert
William & Flewellyn Wilson
Mary Winger
Cameron Wright
Roberta Wright
*Represents a Ralph E. McWhinnie 
campaign donors.

Organization Donors in FY18
8 Bytes Game Cafe
Albany County Government
City of Laramie
CPA Group of Laramie
Cross Country Connection 
First Interstate Bank - Laramie
Fitzgerald Foundation for Children
Gold Brick Masonry
Guthrie Family Foundation
Honey Tree Studios
Kiwanis Club of Laramie
Laramie Rivers Conservation District
Qdoba Mexican Eats
RE McWhinnie Trust
Rocky Mountain Power Foundation
Rotary Club of Laramie
Snowy Range Dodge
University of Wyoming College of 

Business
UniWyo Federal Credit Union
Wells Fargo Foundation
Wyoming Community Foundation

John M. Burman, 
President

Teresa Jensen,  
Vice President

Lindsay Merseal, Secretary

Rajeev Patel, Treasurer

Barbara Chatton

Dale Eslinger

Jessica Flock

Paul Irish

Audrey Kleinsasser

Jo-Carol Ropp, ACPL 
Board of Directors Liaison

Sally Oviatt, Friends  
of the Library Liaison
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FY19 Planned Funding to the Library

All Ages Programming & Public Relations $19,000.00
Materials (books, movies, music, etc.) $12,900.00
Restricted Fund Donation $10,226.93
Technology $10,000.00
        Library & Office Supplies $6,700.00
            Continuing Education $5,000.00
                        Building & Library 
                         Van Maintenance $4,900.00
                              Travel $1,500.00
                                   Total:  $70,266.93

Albany County Public Library Foundation  
Board of Directors in FY19



Friends of the Library
ACPL Foundation

310 S. 8th Street
Laramie, WY 82070

307-721-2580
Fax: 721-2584

Keep our mailing list current. Let 
us know about address changes 
or multiple copies. We can email 
this too. Send your address to 
cwhite@albanycountylibrary.org

Visit us at www.albanycountylibrary.org

Contribute to an ACPL Foundation Restricted Fund:
Each restricted fund was created to benefit a specific purpose in the library. Each year, a portion of each fund provides 
the library with funding for specific programs or materials.

Colleen Asplund Fund: Asplund was a former ACPL children’s librarian. Interest from this fund is used for children’s 
materials in the library.

Barbara Chatton Fund: Chatton is a longtime supporter, volunteer, and ACPL Foundation board member. Interest from 
this fund goes to the library for its children and young adult collections.

Gwendolyn Cook Fund: Cook was a former head of library circulation. Interest from this fund is used to purchase cook-
books, Regency Romance, and mystery books for the library.

Friends of the Book Sale Fund: Formerly the Penny Schenker Fund, this fund was set up to honor the work of the 
Friends of the Library Book Sale Crew. Interest from the fund is used to buy science fiction materials.

Love Family Fund: J. David and Jane Love were longtime library supporters. This fund is used for general library purposes.

Neva Miller Fund: Miller was a former ACPL children’s librarian. Interest from this fund is used for children’s materials in 
the library.

Agnes Milstead Fund: Milstead was a former library board member and library advocate. This fund is used for general 
library purposes.

Mary Lou Pence Fund: Interest from the fund supports the library’s Wyoming Room. The Wyoming Room houses local 
and state historical documents, books and information.

Adele Russin Fund: Russin was a longtime library supporter and former library board member. Interest and half of the 
fund’s annual contributions benefit the library’s Large Print books, audiobooks and Play-A-Ways.

Susan Simpson Fund: Simpson served as the ACPL county librarian and continues to support the public library. Interest 
from this fund is used for staff training and development opportunities.
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